
Time for a Change of Wineskins  
 
Luke 5:33-38 Then they said to Him, "Why do the disciples of John fast often and make 
prayers, and likewise those of the Pharisees, but Yours eat and drink?" 
34 And He said to them, "Can you make the friends of the bridegroom fast while the 
bridegroom is with them? 
35 "But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them; then they will 
fast in those days." 
36 Then He spoke a parable to them: "No one puts a piece from a new garment on an old one; otherwise the new 
makes a tear, and also the piece that was taken out of the new does not match the old. 
37 "And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; or else the new wine will burst the wineskins and be spilled, and 
the wineskins will be ruined. 
38 "But new wine must be put into new wineskins, and both are preserved. 
 
Fast, tsom (tsohm) – a day of fasting, a time set aside to mourn or pray with no provision for ones normal food need.  
Fasting is a voluntary denial of food.  In the Old Testament, the verb fast is sometimes coupled with the words “weep, 
mourn, or lay in sackcloth,” all expressing intensity.  Fasting is an action contrary to the first act of sin in the human 
race, which was eating what was forbidden.  Fasting is refusing to eat what is allowed. 

 

Wesleyan preacher William Bramwell wrote in 1809 that the reason many do not live in the power of their salvation is 

because ‘there is too much sleep, too much meat and drink, too little fasting and self-denial, too much taking part in 

the world ... and too little self-examination and prayer.’ 

 
The Big “If”  

2 Chronicles 7:14-15 "if My people who are called by My 
name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and 
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin and heal their land. 15 "Now My eyes will 
be open and My ears attentive to prayer made in this place.  
 

 

"Men may spurn our appeals, reject our message, oppose our arguments, despise our persons, but they are 
helpless against our prayers" J. Sidlow Baxter 

"History is silent about revivals that did not begin with prayer." Edwin Orr 

 

Proclaimed Fast 
 

Joel 2:15-17 Blow the trumpet in Zion,  
Consecrate a fast,  
Call a sacred assembly;  
16 Gather the people,  
Sanctify the congregation,  
Assemble the elders,  
Gather the children and nursing babes;  
Let the bridegroom go out from his chamber,  
And the bride from her dressing room.  
17 Let the priests, who minister to the Lord,  
Weep between the porch and the altar;  
Let them say, "Spare Your people, O Lord,  
And do not give Your heritage to reproach,  
That the nations should rule over them.  
Why should they say among the peoples,  
`Where is their God?' "  
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2 Chronicles 20:3-4 And Jehoshaphat feared, and set 
himself to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast 
throughout all Judah.  
4 So Judah gathered together to ask help from the Lord; 
and from all the cities of Judah they came to seek the 
Lord.  
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